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1 . 1 HAD EXCHANGE YESTERDAY WITH ERENCH AMBASSADOR, HUBERT 
ARGOD,AN OLD FRIEND WHO LIVED NEXT TO ME IN DAKAR SOME YEARS 
AGO. ARGOD IS AN EXPERIENCED DIPLOMAT WHO, PARTLY BECAUSE HIS 
WELL-FORTIFIED EMBASSY COMPOUND IS LOCATED VERY CLOSE TO THE FRONT 
LINES IN BEIRUT, HAS DEVELOPED REGULAR CONTACTS WITH THE PALESTIN- 
IANS AND LEBANESE LEFT, AS WELL AS THE EXTENSIVE CONTACTS WITH THE 
CHRISTIAN SIDE WOULD BE EXPECTED. 

2. ARGOT AGREED RESTORING SECURITY IS PRIMORDIAL REQUIREMENT 
HERE. SAYS THERE IS NO COMBINATION OF LOCAL FORCES IN VIEW WHICH 
CAN BE COUNTED ON EOR SUCH SECURITY. HE NOTED EXISTENCE OE MANY 
SPLINTER GROUPS, AND PACT THAT COMMON CRIMES OF VARIOUS SORTS ARE 
TAKING PLACE ALL THE TIME. EVEN IP MAIN PROTAGONISTS AGREED ON 
SELF-RESTRAINT, IT WOULD BE EASY FOR FIGHTING TO BREAK OUT AGAIN. 

3. HE ALSO AGREED, HOWEVER, THAT THERE IS SOME CHANCE LEBANON 
MIGHT STUMBLE THROUGH TO SUCCESSFUL ELECTION OP A NEW PRESIDENT, 
AND ONCE THAT CARD PLAYED, IT WOULD BECOME ESPECIALLY IMPORTANT 
THAT THERE BE NO NEW BREAK DOWN IN SECURITY. THE ONLY 

WAY HE COULD SEE THAT BEING AVOIDED WOULD BE BY INTRODUCTION 
OF MILITARY FORCE IN SOME NUMBERS FROM SOMEWHERE. 
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4. HE QUESTIONED ME CLOSELY ON THE SYRIAN INTERVENTION POSSI- 
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BILITY, ASKING AS HAVE SO MANY OTHERS IF THE ISRAELIS DO NOT 
HAVE SOME PRICE WE CAN PAY TO GET THEIR AGREEMENT TO SYRIAN 
MILITARY INTERVENTION, I TOLD HIM I SAW NO POSSIBILITY OF THIS 
AT LEAST IN THE SHORT RUN. WHILE I COULD NOT RULE OUT THE LONG 
RUN, DIFFICULTIES WERE MOST APPARENT. 

5. ONLY ALTERNATIVE THAT OCCURRED TO HIM WAS SOME SORT OF 
UN AUTHORIZED POLICE FORCE MADE UP OF USUAL SCANDINAVIAN 
CONTINGENTS AS WELL AS ISLAMIC AND ARAB FORCES IN APPROP- 
RIATE NUMBERS. HE NOTED THIS WAS LONGER TERM OPTION, NOT 
IMMEDIATELY AVAILABLE. HE THOUGHT OUR GOVTS WOULD AND 
SHOULD STAY IN TOUCH ON SUCH POSSIBILITY. I TRIED OUT ON HIM 
AND HE LIKED POSSIBILITY OF A NEW PRESIDENT PERHAPS REQUES- 
TING INTERNATIONAL ASSISTANCE FROM UN AND ARAB COUNTRIES 
TO RECONSTRUCT LEBANON, SECURITY TRAINING AND ASSISTANCE 
COULD BE PART OF SUCH PACKAGE AND PROVIDE COVER FOR IT. I 
TOLD HIM THIS WAS PURELY PERSONAL IDEA WHICH I'D HEARD 
FROM SOME THOUGHTFUL LEBANESE. 

6. ARGOD TOLD ME ABOUT A MEETING HE HAD HAD DAY BEFORE 
WITH ARAFAT. ARAFAT TOOK FULL CREDIT FOR HAVING FORCED THE 
CEASEFIRE ON JUMBLATT, BY WITHDRAWING BULK OF HIS FIGHTING 
FORCES OR AT LEAST ORDERING THEM TO STOP FIGHTING. ARGOD 
DESCRIBED 'ARAFAT AS "THE BIGGEST LIAR OF THEM ALL" (THE 
EXACT DESCRIPTION ALSO GIVEN ME BY CHAMOUN), BUT ARGOD 
ALSO MADE THE POINT THAT HE BELIEVED 'ARAFAT WHEN 'ARAFAT 
SAID HE NOW CONTROLLED THREE QUARTERS OF THE TERRITORY OF 
LEBANON. 
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